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e Winston Ooe Leanex, MBE (3 Ocober 1940 ~ 8 December 1980), was
. English soagwritet, singer, ronsicin, graphic anist, sothot snd pesce
tivist who gained worldwide fame a3 coc of the (ounders of The Beatles,
:nnvon 20d Paul McCarteey formed a critically seclaimed aod commercially
cczsaful purinerblp wrilog stn soags.for The Beatlcs nad other antissn[1]
nnon, with kis Cy! edge and knack for Introspection, and McCartney,
ith his storylelling optimism and gift for melody, complemented each other,
| 1m his soko cayees, Lennon wrole and recorded saags sach as “Imaglne” and
rive Peace 2 Chance®,

anon revealed his rebetllous satere and imeverent wit on television, 1a films
ch a5 A Hard Day's Nigh (1964), in books such »s fr His Cwn Frire. and i
©ss conferences and irerviews. He channelled his fame and penchant for
ntraversy into kis work 23 a peace activist, artist, and suthor.

+ had two sons, Julian, with hix first wifc Cyntbia, mad Sean, with his second [ THed B Dercmber 1980 (aged 40)
fe, avant-garde artist Yoka Ope, Lennos way murdered by Mark David Hew York Cley, New Yark, Usited
winNnYM?ﬂu&Demulm“undOmmmm Gesreta) Rock, Pop, Experis "

m & peoniding session,

2002, respoadents 1o 2 BEC poll oo he 100 Greatest Britons voled Leonon

i
Occmpation(s) Siager-soagwricer, Muician, Poel, |
‘o eighth place, In 2004, Rojiing Sione raaked Lenwon namber 38 on tkeir list '

, Baw,
wrmmm,o.mmaanrm-ﬁl‘luumm Melodics, Basjo, Druam:, Fercwasion |
e Beatles ot sutsber 1. Yearssctive 1987.- 1915, 1990 :
z Label)  Prclophosc, Capliol, Appk, Vee-fay, |
Contents £, Geliea i

Amecited  Tho Beata i
1 Early yeurs: 1940-1957 ety Tastic Owo Band |
2 1957-1960: The Cuarrymen and the Sifver Beetles The Diny Mac !
3 1960-1970; The Beatles Webeite i

4 1970-1975; Solo careet
3 1986 Starting over
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= 11.2 Solo career
Discography

arly years: 1940-1957

hn Wiagon Lennon was bors on & Oclober 1940, In the Qxford Sircel Matemity Hospital in Liverpaol. o Julia Leanoa (née
wnlen) and Alfred Freadie™ Lenoon. 151 during the course of 8 Gemmn air rid in World War ELIE) He was named afier his petemal

.

ndship Lennon encouraged McCartucy 16 sical cigarettes, sweets, of books from shops,[#5] and they fouad » shared intevest in
muqhamn:ums-dmun-dumummlnmmmmmmmmmmu
s with each other and scparaicly. The first soag that Joha complcied wat “Hello Lijtle Girl™ whca be was eighicen years old, This
t became a it for the Fourmaos!.

Canaey coavinced Leanon #o alow George Harrison 10 join Lhe Ouarrymen - shhough
son considered Hinrisod 1o be 100 young - after Harrison played ot a rehearsal [a March
8147 Harrisow jotned the gronp &5 lead guitarist, 48] and Stuart Swciifie {Lennow's art
201 [ricad) Jates joined as bassist [49] The buad 5000 mmnmm'rmm,
oame ‘Johnay and the Mooadops', bul Leantt fatnd it loo musically sxsotialed with

e,

akd-1958, 1he Quarrymen risde their Girgt recordiag: & cover of That'T Be The Day by

Idy Holly and 1 McCanney-Hamison origisa] called In Spite Of All The Danger.

960, (e band chanped ity tuume frve limes. Stuarl Sueclitfe suggested the Beetles' a5 &

u of trfbwic 1g Buddy Rolly sad The Crickets, which he aad Leuson then hought of
aging to (e Beataly', They changed their name zgaln 1 the Sives Beaty!, The Silver
ks, end the ‘Silvee Beatles', but Leawon shorsesed i 10 The Beatles, o avold being
duced as "Long Joba Silver of the Sives Beadles”, which wias 100 similr o Johaay 2ad
Movodogy’, Afbes & low with Johany Geotlc ta Scotiuud [59071] ihey changed heir mame
se ‘Beatler 52

mom wis considered the leader of The Beatles, 25 he fowsded the original grove.
Cartscy sald, “We all looked zp to Joha He wad older and he wias very much the kader -

vas the quickest wit sad O saancst ad all that kind of thing. 19354
60-1970: The Beatles

in Williares staried 1o manage The Bealies in May (960 aficr they kad
ked (hem it Breoo Xoscmider's Indra cleb ia Hamburg, German my Mons Best raa the Casbab Club io the bascment of
Some i Liverpool (58] where The Beaties ofien i 1959,15% and Moas's soa Pebe Bext joiacd The Beatics on drams 2
n 2 their first Hamberg scason wax coafirmed 179 At Mimi wis ottified whta Leauon 1ol ber sbost Hamburg. She plesded
;mmmumuwmﬂmmmmammﬁﬂm Heeping la small, dirty rooms in
« and aftes the closwre of the Luden moved b0 the larges Kaiserkolerd 5761 Lo Ociober 1960, they ket
dnw;dwﬂmsu*mmq.vjum-m-mhrmmnl"lxmwm
Best for arsom abier the two atached & condom 10 & Beil in the "Bamb? and 2t fire 10 it[54] They wene doported, a5 was George
mhnmm*Mmpmwswkpﬂmmuummwmumm
llitks o Bew home.[56] Wien l.mplh:kh 'y his Annt Mimi theew » cocked chickes (i Lemuos kad
ber) and n haod-mirmor st kit for speading moncy on mhq:hl’mll(kh‘s;il l:dlﬂwllhwrk)whm
referred 10 &5 *x paagsier’s moli” (67]

tecemsbey 1960, The Bestles rewaited, and on 21 March 1961, they played fhelr irst concest sl LiverpooT's Cavera clob {68X69]

¥ woeat back g Hamburg i Apeil [961, 20d recorded M. '\;MwﬂTuyﬂud-WSﬂﬂ:mydvﬂmw
it was thee Ko go home, 30 MoCartaey ook over bass| 1]W'hmmnu'!yzl-0dohtmLhuAﬂMm(m
1 in Eiabuisgh) gave hist 100 pousds, whick he pest oa & boliday 1o Faris with McCurmey [72] Biriue Epuetn st saw The
Ut is The Cavorn Clob o 3 November 1961, aad bntcy sigaed thes b & musdgemest costract [P}

Beatles were driven o Londoa by their rosd manager, Keil Aspisall, om 3t December 1961 and suditioned the next day foe
e Records, who rejected thesm,[74] by Apeil 1962 they rotvrned 1o Hamburg 30 play af the Star-Ciub, bot they bearned that Stmart
Tiffs had died 2 few Nours before teey amived. 7] Tais was another shock for Leanon, aflec losiag Unazie George aad fubia {751

¥ Sally sigued & record contract oo 9 May lmbmrumuunmm.ﬂ‘lmummwmwanym
F‘Lﬁnuznu'wnnluudusml - icn and McCariacy singiag 5ok on the chores

1t his Fussrmaiby clib S51A fow monthe hater ke

mhcﬁnpmdﬂmﬂemlkmm(mhm on 11 February 1963 aewell
besilgk'ﬁo-uuoqu' aad its B-aide, "Thank You Gitl®, are credited fo "McCartaey- ld:i’nm' bmmhwuh!:n;dlo

won-MeCartaey”, mThymﬂynuMmMurmwﬁ-kh:mmdee-ﬁm in hote] rooms altera
211, 11 Wimpole Street, at Cavendih Avewue, ™) o¢ at Kemwood {Jobn Lennoa's house) (2]

reording technalogy improved, and they were doing more work [n the studio thaa Jive, overdubbing was wsed so that Leason
b provide the barmony padts &5 well ag the lead for his soags. The "Beatles™ sound was » theee-part harmony with Leano of
Zarincy singing Jead, and harmoay provided by the others.

gronp’s decisions wese democratic: if any member phjected 10 ko idea, the group woukia't
ue ii. The Bemles decided 10 stop touriag afrer their San Francisco concert in 1966, and never

EM"M‘ John Jack’ Leanon, awd Winston Churchill{f] Both pareats. played the banjo sod sang (Freddie specialised in
rscaating Al folson) though neither wmod musk pmfcsswmlly l"fm names Lenaon and Linawne, ate anglicized versioas of

0‘ g, or O'Lioanaln, names which ¥ have been p gk and Galway. Hmver. Dublin was the
birthplaze i 1858 of Jobo's prandfather, Joha [hci:) Leanot wbo like my men of A time, ermigrated to Liverpool 1o seek betier

of ermplayment (%} Freddic Lennon was pot present st Jobn's binth. He was 2 merchsnd seaman duriag the war and seat
anply:beqm 1o Fulia, whis was living with Jobn in Newcwstle Road, Liverpool. The cheques siopped when Fredidic weal,
AWOL] As Freddic was seldom in Li , Julia stasted gaisg out to dance halls asd met 2 Welsh aoldier called Taffy Willis
119] by whiom she became peegaan in Tate 1944 (3] Whea Freddie Leoton eventually came home im 1944 he affered 16 fook aficr
Tulia, Jobn, 20d the expected baby, but Julls refected thz ides.{12] Da 19 hane 1945 she gave bisth u. daughtcr, Victaria,[13] who was
given up for sdoption afer fotense pressure from Julin's femily (the pirl was Yaier re-named Tagrid) 1] Lennon was not w0id sbowt is
Malf-sister’s birth aod neves kacw of bor existence [14]

Juli Latcr met Joka "Bobby Dykins and moved into & smal? Aat with him [15] After comments oa the still-marsicd Julia Tiving in sin'
with Dykins] 151107 and afier considerabic pressure from her sisicr, Mary "Mimi® Smith — who contacied Liv Social Services
Mmpludlmm:kqunhlmwahmwbyth—luln reluctantly hinded the care of over ko Mimi.
137 (puia tates had two dawghicrs - Julia and Jackie - with Dykins. {181 Is July 1946, Freddic visited Miml and wok Jokn $0
Blackpool m-bn;'hu-r.snmuym..guommmn«wmmllﬂjmmn,mmummmw
thems, and afler 3 heated argumeat Freddie made the five-year-old Johs choose between Julla or Wi, John chose Freddie (twice) and
Mhlunnedl&l]y , bt Tohn, crylag, followed her {1 Freddic then Jost contact with the fumily umil Ecatlemanis, when fathee
e s0w mr21 agala

“Throsgbost the rest of his childbood and adalescence, [cpson lived with his ‘Awntic Mini

. xod her bashyod George Smith (who kad no childeen of thels ows) in a middle class arca of
Liverpool ot "Meadips” (251 Meslove Aveawe). Family friends described Mimi as stubborn,
Tpatiend, and waforgiving.[2% but she alco bad & ycase of hunoie, Ofen whea she criticlsed
Leoson be would respond with a joke, s0d 1be two of them would be “rolling around, laughing
wpether U Mini confided 1o » relative (hat afbowgh sbe had never waaked childrea, she
ad always waated John, (21} Mimi and George prve Lennon all of their atestion:21] Mimi
bought volumes of shor storfes, and Goorge, who was & dalryma st & local farn [19] engaged
John i solving croesword puzzics 1ud boogh him & harmonica t~3 Julia Leanan visited
"Meadips' almost every day aad Joto ofen visitod ber; she tanght Jobn bow 10 play the bagjo
aad 0 piano 1] She aisa playod Exvis Prestey's records 1o John, knd would dance sround bher
wmﬂlm“mwhyamr@q Chuck Berry, Buddy Holly

Leanon was raised 21 a8 Anghican[25K26] 204 like much of the populatioa of Liverpool he
mm.:“mm:; mwamymmmhmedbk
Elcves-Plos exam, From Sepiember 1952 ko 1957, he anended the Quarty Bank Grammar

M-WMUM:MW:%”Y%W'MMM‘IMM‘
comical canoons und making fux of his ieachers by mimicking their odd ch

Iuiis bought Leanoa kis first guiter in 1957, 1 Gallotone Champios scoustic, 1 was an inexp A that was *,

split”, but inaisied # be delivered 1o ber howse and aot MinTs.P% Mimd hopod that Joba woold so0a grow bored with H - she was
sccptical hmsd:hl’alhmuﬁmmﬂy.ndo&uwm%pmﬂlnqmmmWﬂlw
ke 3 living oot of in" Years later, win The Beaties were succesaful, John presented Miml with asilver piatter engraved with those
words.[*1]

éd not o

Goorge Smith died in 1955.0231 0n 15 July 1958, Tulia was kitled on Mealove Avenus «— chose b MimP's house — when struck
by & car driven by 2 drunken off-duty palice efficer B4IB2)35] Lennon was 17 at the time. Her death was onc of the most trsumatic
eveats in Joha's 1ife and one of the faciors that cemented bis fricadship with MeCartney, who bud lost bis own mother ¥ breast

in 1956.36] Leanow named his first-bom son Iullan afver his mother, and tater wrote the soeg, " Jelia!

Leanon falled all kis GCE O-level examinativas by coc grade, He was accepied ialg the Liverpond College of Art with belp from his
school's hesdmaster and kis Aunt Miml, who was lasissest that John should kave some sort of academic qualifications. & was there
that be mei bis fupare wife, Cymthia PmlLM[ﬂnmwnTedly!qpnhmtﬂedhmdspn: help frony Powsil,
and was ofien disruptive in class with nmlnfﬂnkmhmnfmin;bhk:h}moumﬂuwdm[mReMpﬂadmmmm
wpa’shuymydaﬂm-. wsing kit quick wit nd sense of humoor (o bally tkem E%Ite dropped out before: the last yeax of cotlege.

1957-1969: The Quarrymen and the Silver Beetles

Leanon sterted The Quanyren, a skiffic band, in March 195704T], while attending Quarry Bank Grammar School. [N Their fir
engagement was on 9 Junc 1957 al an sudition for impresario Carroll Lewis, known as "My, Stas-Maker. (9] A fow weeks later, on &
July 1957, Lénooa and The Qraarrymen et guifarist Paul McCartaey a1 the Woolion Garden iie bl at St. Peter'’s Church,{43]
McCariney's fither bater aliowed the Quarvmen 10 reheatse in his froot room st 20 Forthtin Rosd (1151 During their early

perlonmed & scheduled concess again [52)

Leenca reseated McCartacy aking condrol of the band aficr Bran Epsicia’s death in 1967, aod
dishiked sotne of the tesultiog projects such as Magical Mystery Tour and particularty Let Jt Be
{That filmwas sct up by Pxul, for Pul,” as e said tater o Rolling Stowe). He was the first 10 break
the: band's all-for-one sensibility, and alsa the rote thal 10 wives of ghrlfricads would attend
recording scitions, 18 ke Brought Yako mto the studio.

Linpoa wax also the first membet to quit the group, which be did in September 1969 (Stamr had jefi
during 1968, but was persnaded 40 retwna; Hamison steled be was “leaviag the band® oo 10 Finaxry
1959 durisg the rebearsal sessions for Let &t Be, nwmmumm
mectingy). Leason agreed not to make en iated theks recording.
mmmumumamlw(mmwmm)mmmm
his own departure in Apsil 1970, Phil Spector’s iavolvement in trying ko revive the Let 1t Be material
then drove & funher wodge berwoon Lennon (wha sapporied Spector) nod McCartey {who opposed
ilm). With the peblic srware of the detalls, McCartney appeared 1o be the oae who dissolved the
Exoup, depriving Ernancn of the formalitics. Leanoa told Rolfixg Stone, “1 ws 2 fool not 1o do what
Paal did, which wis use 110 3611 & record,” asd s wroke, "1 started the band_1 finished ."(%]

“Thoagh the split wosld only become legal sotne Ume Iater, Leanca's sad McCertney’s had come o a bitter end.
McCartney so0s s 2 press amnouscemenl, ing ke kad quit The Beatles ard promoting kis new solo record. McCartocy lter
adimitied Leamon had beea the first ho quit, re-explaiaing the circumsiznces v CBS-TV's 48 Howrr in 1989,

1a 1970, Jann Wenser recorded as inierview with Lenaon thit was played on BBC la 2005. The intervicw reveats his bivernent
swnrds MoCartney and the Rostility e Felt that the other members deld iowards Yoko (feo., Leanon said; "One of the main reasons
The Bealles ended is because . [ pretty wedl know, wre pot fod up with beiag sidemen for Pasl, Afirr Brisn Epsicia died we collapsad.
Paul took over snd sepposedly lod wa, Bl what i Leadiap us wihes we went rownd Is circies? Paul had the impression we should be
thaakfiul for what he did, for keeping The Beatics going. But e kept 3 going for his own sake."[04]

1970-1975: Solo career

Further information: Johu Lennon discography

Lermon kad 1 varied reconding career. Whilst st a Beatle, Lernon (along with Ooo) recorded . PO
three altomns of experimentsl mmsic, Unfinisked Mucsic No L Two Virgius, Usfisished Music

No.2: Life witk the Liows, sod Wedding Album. His Gos1 ‘solo’ shhum of popular mask: was
Live Peace in Toroala 1969, recorded prioe to the breaksp of The Beates, st the Rock 's* Roll
Fentval in Toromio with The Flastic Oan Band, He slso recorded theee sola tingles: the ati-
wit aathem Give Peace 2 Chance™, the beroin withdrawal eeport *Cold Turkey™, and "lastast
Karmu!”. Following The Beades' splic ta 1970 Leaaon released e Joku Lennon/Plastic Ono
Band wlbum. The soug “God” lisis peopls and things Lennon ao keger belicved in - eoding
with "Beatler”, The atbrm alio incleded "Weorking Class Hero™ which was bamsed from the
alrwaves of redio sttions lke WBCIN (or its ase of the word *fucking” 185

“The wibum Enagine followed in 1971, and itr ti6e soax saon became an aothem for asti-
religion wad seti-war movements. The soag's video was filsed duriag Leanon’s “white
period” {white clothet, while piana, White room, asd 1ke likc), He wyoic "How Do Yo

Sleep?® as du aztuck pguinsr McCartwey, with Gecpe Hasrison oa siide guitar, %61 bat Tater
claimed that i was aboat himsclf 87) Og Angust 31 1971, Lenaon Left Exglard fot New York,
Bever 1o etum.

mmuﬂavmay(lmamemwypommw

Mlmhm 1978, s b
omt his hair for chasity
politics since the Ixte 19608, and wap xxid 1o have given donations to the Trotskyist Workers :

RHUMM J89] [ 1972 Lemnon relexsed "Wozaua s the Nigper of the Wodd®, which drew panllels between exploitation of
m%wmmummmwmmmhww nealy everywhere, thoogh

hm;ﬁmﬂyhmﬂmvmdﬁummnmmma The Dick Cevont Show 18]
OnJOAWlmmmw&h&ghdw;umq.mpﬂmmﬁm:m&mmhm
York These were 10 be his Tast fall-length coscert sppearsaces. Leaoon snd Ouo al3o did a weck-long guest/co-kosting the Mike
Douglas Show, %

Followlng Leanca's deprestion over the poor-sciling Some Ttme Ix New York City altum snd Nixon's re-ciection as presideat (which
would jesae the cotisuance of Lenaoa's immigration problems), Lenson and Ona decided 10 separsie. He moved to Califorais and
embarked ¢n & period he woulkd Fater dubs his "Vosi weekend” {despite the fact that it fasicd approzimaiely eighicea months), A1 Ona's



