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1-5 PC Weekend Assignment

Topic: Maibara High school should abolish school uniform

Please write more than 2 sentences for each point. The beginnings of the 1st sentences are written
below. Please finish the sentences with your own ideas. In the 2nd sentences, you have to explain each
point. You can write an example, statistics, or a fact, and so on to prove your argument or statement.



Topic: Cats are better than dogs as pets.

Positive side: The 1st point is that keeping cats is easier than keeping dogs. If you keep a dog, you have
to walk it almost everyday, but if you keep a cat, you don’t have to be worried about it.

Positive side = The 1st point is that... = The 2nd point is that... The 3rd point is that...

Negative side— The 1st point is that...  The 2nd point is that... The 3rd point is that...

“Ek2 FNE2(Topic 2)

1-5 PC Chapter 2 Earning Money

Here are two stories of the ways of life. Read them and answer the following questions in English. If you
find the words that you don’t know, please look them up in your dictionary and make “New Word-List”
in your notebook.

[sogashio: 1 work for a newspaper company. As you can guess, work here is quite hard. [ work
almost 12 hours a day and very often on weekends, too. When something serious happens, I go there,
no matter when it is. [ often bring my work home. My salary is 500,000 yen, and I believe it is an
important job. I find it very enjoyable, so I don’t complain, but I sometimes feel like having a totally
different lifestyle: enjoying myself with my hobbies and with my family. You know, my hobbies are
playing the guitar and mountaineering. [ enjoyed them a lot when I was in college, but now I have little
time to practice the guitar and no time at all for mountain climbing. But I can save these activities for
my retired years, when [ have a lot of money to spend for my family and for myself.

Himanosuke: I work as an public office worker. [ admit that I am not a capable public servant and [
have already given up being promoted to a higher position. My work is easy. [ clean the office, open
the envelopes and give them to each department, and writing two or three official letters each day. I get
200,000 yen a month. Nobody seems to expect much of me, and I don’t think it so bad. I come home
exactly at 5.30. After dinner with my family I have plenty of time to play with my children and to
enjoy painting pictures. Believe it or not, [ am something of a painter. On Sundays [ always go out to
paint. It is so nice to have this hobby. Of course I have no intention to be a professional painter or to
sell my paintings, but I can say I'm living to paint. [ hope I will be able to live this way until [ die.

Q1 What are the good things about Isogashio’s life?
Q2 What are the bad things about Isogashio’s life?

Q3 What are the good things about Himanosuke’s life?

Q4 What are the good things about Himanosuke’s life?
Qb5 Which way of life do you think is better? And why?
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#51)) Doing a sport is is good for your health.

Appearance is important.
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RDOBDITT, 7] don’t think so,” F721X"1 disagree.” Tha®D | it CTEIRZ TN Z 5,
1) A: 1 think doing a sport is good for your health.
B: I don’t think so, because some sports such as boxing or car racing is
dangerous.
C: I disagree with you because it is true that doing some sport is good.
My grandmother says she is healthy because she plays ground golf.
D: I don’t think so. Doing too much exercise is not good for your health, but we don’t know

how much we should do or shouldn’t.
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Rebuttal = To give evidence against your opponent’s idea or supporting data.

Counter—argument = To give a different idea against your opponent’s idea.

WO DIE YT 2 B OB & F IS THMT D,
f5) = 1 believe that Japanese students should stop wearing uniforms to school, because 75% of
American students don’t like school uniforms.
— Tokyo is a better city than Osaka, because it is bigger and has Disneyland.
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Maibara SHS Debate Format
Affirmative Opening Statement 3 Minutes
Negative Opening Statement 3 Minutes
(1 minute break)
Negative Rebuttal 3 Minutes
Affirmative Rebuttal 3 Minutes

(1 minute break)

Affirmative Closing Statement 2 Minutes
Negative Closing Statement 2 Minutes
total 18 Minutes
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(4) SARS — All travel from countires with SARS should be banned.
SARS IZ DWW COH B F LTI LD Y7 TF 4 _— &85,
(5) Should Japan make English the second official language?
[H ARSI DHEES AHERICOWTOE LA FEY, T4 X—SE 5,

(6) Sould we have mandatory voting?



Voter trunouts (2T, & HMANSETEE, KW ZbaRBRIED, £D%, ~T T+
N—hEtED,
(7) North Korea
B3 200 S D HIEIZ DN TAT T 4 —h,
(8) Women’s late marriage and declining birthrate
MY 7B 28R F (A AGE) Rt 2O EEZSEThE, 2T la sy
5, F7=. Women should stay home after they have a baby until the (youngest)child becomes six
years old. DRy 7 TT 4 _X—h&H5,
(9) A traditional or trendy lifestyle?
TXARNAE, RESCET AEAREDRIEIZONTT 4 X—F
(10) International Relationship
“What qualities are important as a husband?” G/ /V—7"F 4 Ah v al e &E5,
(11)Corporal Punishment
TRANAE ], LT LRE BTN TT A Ay ar SED,
(12) Abortion—Right to Live or Right to Choose
TR ARALE .
(13) Euthanasia—Right to Die or Duty to Live
TX AN,
(14) Life imprisonment or Death Penalty?
T X A&, We should abolish death penalty. DR 7 TRT « T 4 _X—hXH7254, 7L
— 7 TAR—IEHED,
(15) Jury System
TXANAE T, ALTOAESTeH | O FF 2 eIC LTZ ST HW T, B R EEER
LT G A FONZOWTEI B Eiim ST 5,
(16) Organ Transplantation
NENEDNBEFFEAETZNT T B A ST BB AR, £ DD B I DI LR
EIZDONWTDT 4 —h, Fz, g2tz B> TR —BEFIZ OV Thikiw 7 2.
(17) Surrogate Mothers
“mother” D E FEAMERAL . ARELREH LIS DWW TR 9%, fRELREHIEE I OW T O HEE | HER
O MELFEEL, TRy ar st D,
4) IHEOBEOEER
BT ORIy A, FHTIT ALT 7R, BEORLTA L Ty O REHPLI,
ATV RDRR, IEfMETRRBE FIZOTIED700 | MENBHIUTZEVOF S M H ARGEIC



LD T BRI bAT o7, FERIOHES LI bo T, TAR—RT AN v ay TR
Hl bbb DIZOWTEY LT,
1ODOIEYZIZELTEENRIEX 7 B2 HERBI L, EHLOLOMOE AL S 2 HI0ITHFEL

77

T TR OB, BEF IR 203, TELRETELOMEIFEEEHEE, EIEEN
R0 HRLIZOL T, T A= R EDIDIHliBI L 7=,

cBODOEREMREHL TITITAN—he, ZOHTEX TRERLRTNIRLRNE OO 54
W E ANz, FRC MRS T DB, Bl CER 5283 % h 0T,

- EMBETIX, P v 212895 Knowledge Questions LIAMZ, 2 FIZH L CER O E R4
EDRTOOF OE RAENETD, Tt A ZE)E DS HE LT,

() Knowledge Questions
[1]Answer the following questions about things we have studied. (2 points each)
1. Name two countries that have a lot of SARS patients.
2. What is one country that has English as a second official language?
3. What do American universities use to choose who will enter the university?
(write two things).
5. About what percentage of Japanese people in Shiga voted in the last local
elections?
a. 10-20% b.30-40% c. 50-70%  d. 80—100%

6. What is the “lingua franca”?  Explain in English?

(#]) Writing Section
[1] Write one reason for each topic. All your reasons should be affirmative. Write more than
two sentences for each reason. (5 points each.)
1. People who live in countries with SARS should be free to travel if they do
not seem sick.
2. The Japanese school system is better than the American school system.
3. English should be the official language of Japan.

[2] Write three two advantages and two disadvantages of the jury system.(20)
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China Japan S. Korea Singapore
1%'~year high schoolstudents 48. 9 42. 5 47. 1
college freshmen 45. 7 41. 9 37. 6 51. 4
college seniors 40 32. 3 33. 9 49. 2
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[ would argue that a listening test should/should not be incorporated into the center test for
these two reasons:
Reason No. 1:
Reason No. 2

For these reasons we have believe that listening should be part of the test the the

center test.

@#% evidence THFFT 50
I would like to [Let me] quote two pieces of evidence to support our argument.
According to Ms. Torikai, a professor of English education at Rikkyo University, who answered
our questionair, QUOTE “~” UNQUOTE. As you can see, Professor Torikai emphasizes that
incorporating listening tests in the Center Test causes a lot of trouble and supports our position.
Let me quote another piece of evidence to further prove the validity of our argument. Here we

have data showing the relationship between the speaking ability and listening ability of a certain
group. This tells us that people who have high listening ability cannot necessarily speak
fluently. So, even if we incorporate listening tests in the Center Test, these will not evaluate the
examinees’ communicative ability.

Q@ERZ L THFO#EmA TR T DR
Let me ask you two questions so that I can see your arguments [constructive
speech] clearer.
Please answer these questions either with Yes or No.

Did you say that~?

@EMZ LU THTORERDOIEHR DRI L5 Ze
(7 LZofOERIEHFRICE BICEMEZE - CHAT IS 52528107
HOTEER,)

You mentioned that the incorporation of listening comprehension tests into the center test will

put poor students at a disadvantage. Please briefly explain that point [Please give us an
example. ]

OMFMOE RIZGRT Dk
The opponent team said that testing listening ability doesn’t mean evaluating communicative
ability. We don’t agree with this opinion, because the teachers will put more emphasis on
listening comprehension practice in class and try to incorporate speaking activities. ALTs will
also try to do their best to improve our listening ability with a lot of speaking practice. So
testing listening ability can also measure speaking ability because they improve together.

©® FLOEATORF

We have proved, by quoting two professors’ opinions, that listening IS what we need to improve

our communication skills in English greatly. Indeed, listening comprehension tests alone
cannot measure the examinees’ communicative ability, but this will surely be a great step toward
a better direction. In many countries where listening comprehension tests are given in the
entrance examinations, their communicative ability is high. Japan should start by
incorporating the same kinds of test into the Center Test. Then it will be much easier for
students to improve their speaking skills when they go up to universities. Thus we firmly



believe our argument is right.
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It has recently been pointed out that Japanese university students’ academic abilities have
decreased greatly. Many university mathematics teachers say that their students, even if they major in
science, cannot solve easy math problems at junior high level. Teachers are also frustrated that their
students cannot read fundamental academic books in Japanese, not to mention English books. In some
universities they hire high school or cram school teachers to teach the students basic knowledge that
they are supposed to have learned in junior high school.

Likewise, Japanese high school students’ academic abilities have become lower. They don’t study
as much as students in the past. They have more holidays now, and they don’t need to take all the
subjects offered at high school. So, many students graduate from high school without studying much
about mathematics, physics or world history.

In addition to fewer hours of studying, universities have become easier to enter because there are
fewer children around the country. In order to get more applicants, universities include fewer subjects
in their entrance exams. So, a student who wants to study English can enter an English-related
university without taking an English exam.

Once students go to university, they don’t need to study hard. They have part—time jobs, they



join a activities and don’t study. Universities are called a great leisure land.

This problem is very serious. Japan is a country with few natural resources. The only way for
this country to compete with other countries in the international market is to improve industry by
raising superior citizens. For this purpose, education is the key. But under these circumstances, we
should say there is no bright future for Japan.

To solve this serious situation, we should take some drastic measures.

1. We should abolish all the club activities so that high school students will concentrate on studying
more.

2. Universities should make it more difficult for students to pass classes and graduate.
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1) Examples to indicate the declining academic abilities of university students.
2) Reasons why high school students’ academic abilities are getting lower.
3) Reasons why university students don’t study so hard.
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