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Expressions for Debate

For Constructive Speech

- We are going to argue for[against] the idea that .....
We believe that ... for three reasons.
The first reason is that.....
The second reason is that .....
And the final reason is that .....

For Rebuttal

* You said that ... but we think ....

- We agree[disagree] with the opinion that .....

- We see your point, but .....

- We think your ideaJargument] is wrong because.....
* Your idea is not realistic in that~

- It is true that..., but ...

Conclusions

- For these reasons our conclusion is that ....
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Proposition
"Cars are better than trains for commuting."

Conditions:

(1)You have to commute from OmiHachiman to Maibara.
(2)Your house is one kilometer from OmiHachiman Station.
(3)Your office is 500 meters from Maibara Station.

Constructive Speech
Affirmative Side:
(1) You can commute very comfortably.
(2) You can bring many things to the office and to your house.
(3) You can leave your office at any time.
Negative Side
(1) You can leave your house and arrive at your office at the same time every day.
(2) You can sleep or read books in the trains.
(3) In the train you will meet your old friends or someone that may change your life.

Rebuttal
Negative Side:
(1) You get tired from driving and if you have to be careful not to cause an accident
or if you are caught in a traffic jam, you cannot feel comfortable.
(2) You bring things that are not necessary for your job, but if you commute by train,
you will select only necessary things.
(3) If you can leave your office at any time, you will be given a lot of work till late.

Affirmative Side:

(1) If you get up or leave your office a little late, you will arrive at your office or at
your house very late.

(2) If you sleep through your stations, it take a lot of time to come back.

(3) You also meet people you don't want to.
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The idea: It is OK to change your hair color.

Assignment If the statements are for the idea above. write F.
If they are against it, write A.

( )The color of your hair is important, so you should not change it.

2. ( )Hair color is an important part of a person, so you should express your
individuality in any color you like

3. ( )It's OK to have colored hair in formal occasions. because hair color has
nothing to do with your personality.
(*have nothing to do with... ... R TH 5] )

4. ( )No serious student would dye his o r her hair, because they don't want to
waste time and energy on their hair.

5 ( )People who look different are strange in Japanese society.

6. ( )It's a good idea to look the same as your friends.

7. ( )People whose hair is strange sometimes make trouble.

8. ( )Dyeing our hair is not accepted by many people in Japan.

9. ( )Dyeing your hair costs a lot of money.

10. ( )It is foolish to change your hair color.

11. ( )If you do the same thing as other people, you cannot express your own
personality.

12. ( )We are expected to conform with others in Japan.

13. ( )Refusing to comform with others is a sign of anti-social behavior.

14. ( )Only juvenile delinquents or ciminals dye their hair.

15. ( )JRecently more and more people, not only young people but elderly people,

dye their hair as part of being fashionable. It is beginning to be accepted.
16. ( )It is a very conservative idea to think that everybody should look the same.
17. ( )It is a foolish idea to change your own hair color, because your natural hair
color is part of your personality.

18. ( )Not to follow fashion is a sign of your individuality.

19. ( )Dyeing your hair can damage your hair and your health.

20. ( )It doesn't harm anybody else even if you dye your hair.

21. ( )We should experiment with different hair colors to see what suits us best.
22. ( )You have your own freedom of choice about what you look like

23. ( )Dark hair looks gloomy.

24. ( )You will behave differently because your new hair color will change your

personality.
25. ( )Changing your hair color is a creative way to express your personality.
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Advantages of watching a movie on video

1.

I O

You can lie down and watch videos.

It's very comfortable to watch movies in your living room.

You can watch movies again and again.

Video tapes are cheap to rent. / Rental charges for video tapes are low.
You can watch videos anytime you like.

You can stop the tape and go to the bathroom.

Advantages of watching a movie at a movie theater

1. You can enjoy watching movies on a big screen.

S

.You can enjoy good sound at the movie theater.

You can buy a program when the movie is over.

Movie theaters are a good place for date.

It's more exciting to watch movies in a movie theater than on video at home.
You can easily be absorbed in the world of the movie.

Rebuttal

Against the Video people

—1. You will fall asleep while watching movies.

—2. It's too relaxing and you will not concentrate on watching them.

—3. If you know you can watch them again and again, you will not watch them so
seriously.

—4. It's true, but if you show you student ID card, you can watch movies cheaply

in a movie theater.

—5, It's true, but if you know you can watch them anytime, you will not see them

within the rental period.

—6. Yes, you can, but when you go to a movie theater, you will go to the bathroom

before watching the movie.

Against the Video people

—1. The most important thing about movies is the story, not the pictures.

—2. Sound is a trivial factor in movies.

—3. If you buy a program, you will not try to understand the movie because you
know you will understand them later with a program.

—4. But you cannot see each other in the movie theater. There are better places for
date.

—5. If you really concentrate while watching a video,, you will find it exciting.

—6. You can also be absorbed in it with a video tape if you shut yourself out of

everything in your room..
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Proposition: School trips for high school students should be done
away with.

Procedures:
The 1st period - Reading the material.
Pair debate
Dividing the class into pros and cons.
Thinking of three reasons and put them into good English.

The 2nd period - Thinking of the rebuttals for the opponents' opposiotions
Completing rebuttal sheet.

The 3rd period - Debate.

Reading material

Almost all high schools have a school trip for their students. All the
classes in the same grade, usually 2nd years, go on a four-or five-day trip
together. Some high schools even take their students abroad to South
Korea, China, or Singapore. There
are also schools that go to ski resorts in winter. Some schools even use
airplanes for domestic trips. Whether they go abroad or whether they
travel by plane, school trips cost a lot of money for their parents.
There are many types of school trips. In some trips, students study the
local history
or people's way of life in the places they visit. They study at museums
and listen to local experts on the topics they have researched beforehand.
In foreign trips, many schools have opportunities to do something with
the local students, holding so-called international meetings or sports games.
These days, do-it-yourself trips are popular. In them, students experience
various things they like, for example, horseriding, making pottery,
mountain-climbing and so forth. The good thing about it is that they can
make choices. But the majority of school trips focus on sightseeing.
Students just visit famous places in a large group, led by "bus guides."
The most poplular school trip spot is Tokyo Disneyland. In the big
amusement park, there is a large teachers'
room, and it is always filled with tired-looking teachers waiting for their
meeting time to come.

School trips started in the Meiji Period. In those days, people had fewer



chances to go out of their areas. They don't know much about their own
country. So in orderto broaden the children's outlook, the Ministry of
Education designed the big event oftaking them to far-away places. This
tradition has been maintained until the present day. No other
country has this kind of mass travel in their schools. Inthat sense,
school trips are a typically Japanese "educational" activity. Are
Japanese students really lucky?

Rebuttal Sheet

Opponents' Possible Arguments Rebuttals against Opponents' Arguments
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November 12th  1-5 Discussion

Situationl: Your friend Keiko has come to love
Tomoko's boyfriend. All of you have been friends for
many years. She calls you and asks for your advice.
What do you think she should do?

Situation2: You are now dating your boyfriend
(girlfriend). You go out very often and talk on the
phone every day. Your parents don't like it that you
are dating him/her and ask you to stop. What would
you do?

Homework: Get ready to express your ideas on both of the situations
above.

Note: Like the other debate classes, you are not allowed to look
at anything except for the notes you take during the discussion Prepare to
speak in easy English so that everybody can understand you.

Procedure for the November 12th class
1. Pair work
2. Group discussion about the topic to make your group decision.
3. Presentation of the outcome of the group discussion to the rest of the class.
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Disadvantages and Problems of Equal Employment
1. Companies have to provide special child care, which costs a lot of money.

2. Companies have to give women maternity leave and/child care leave. This is a
great loss for them.

3. Women in managerial positions cannot take maternity leave.

4. It can destroy social traditions when women are accepted into come into
traditionally male only jobs.

5. If companies treat both sexes equal, they may promote women equally into
managerial positions. For married women this carries too much responsibility.

6. More women tend to remain single, which causes fewer children to be born.

7. Women, like men, have to work overtime. This is quite hard for women,
who are physically inferior, especially for those who have small children.

8. A husbands' dignity will be lost because women will claim their rights at
home too.

9. Since the traditional senses of value are still deeply rooted, women will face
a lot of difficulties at home and in communities.

10. Many women are still not conscious enough of the idea of "equal chance
and equal responsibility”.
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Debate Class November 13th and 15th

Does Ichiro have to step into his fathers shoes?

Ichiro Tanaka i1s a high school student and he will soon

have to decide which university to apply to. His father is a
very successful doctor and would like Ichiro to go to university
and study medicine also. His father built his own clinic and
would like Ichiro to take over the business. Ichiro is the only
child in his family, so if he doesn't become a doctor, then his
father will have to close his clinic down. The people in his
town really rely on this clinic because i1t is the only medical
facility in the area. Ichiro is a very intelligent student and
could be accepted to a good medical college; however, he is
more interested in English than science. His dream is to
become a diplomat for Japan. He would like to travel and live
in a new place instead of staying in a small town in Japan.
When he told his father about his dream, his father became
very angry and looked very disappointed. He even said that he
would disown Ichiro if he didn't step into his shoes. Ichiro now

faces a very important and difficult decision in his life. What s
hould Ichiro do?

Affirmative: He should step into his father's shoes.
Negative: He should follow his own dreams.
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Word Source for debating about English teaching

VEZFL  a compulsory subject

HINZFL  an elective subject

BEE A O M [ B2 22 W have no opportunity[need] to use English
Ref[9 11O MEBKTd 5 be a waste of time[energy]

VAKX —F5HONHE L be hard to master

SENFESLEIL/ LV Not all the students have to study...

HARANIZE - THE LV be difficult for Japanese

T END  forget ... very easily

FFRHFEICBI P 5 has something to do with English in the future

WL NT2 0T 03 2 uiX L v It's OK if only those who need English can use it.
ARDO 7= 5879 5 study to pass the entrance examination

Al a=F—arOEbE L L THS study ... as a means of communication
LEFERZEITERNH DS It is meaningful to study ...

SNE O X b & 515 learn about foreign culture

WANWARE 2 & BfET %5 understand many ways of thinking

SFE S ERMMfEB A D know various senses of value

Bk d - L PEFEA M 5 A 1IH 2 5 In the future we will have more opportunities to use
English.

HARZEIZDUWTHI S to know about our own language

HFEAZED D become more educated

Topic : All students must study English at junior high and high school level.
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Teaching English at elementary school

Reasons for teaching English

It can help motivate the children to learn more English.

It can help the children learn English pronunciation more easily.

It can make children less afraid of speaking English.

It can enable children to speak English more actively.

It can help children get used to speaking with native speakers.

Young children learn more quickly.

Young children feel less shy.

It can make it easier for children to start learning English in junior high
school.

© N RN RE

Reasons for not teaching English

1. Appropriate methods to teach English to young children are not fully
established.

2. It is dangerous for any unqualified teacher to teach English.

3. Children learn different things in different schools, so junior high teachers
will have difficulty teaching.

4. If not taught properly, children may come to dislike English.

5. Cram schools will use it to attract people and may start teaching English
for the exams.

6. Even though they know some conversational expressions, it does not mean
that they have understood English.

7. Children have not developed any analytical ability of the language. At this

stage, it will make a very small difference if they know some English.

8. It is more necessary at this sta ge to improve the children's thinking ability
through their native language.
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Propositions

Affirmative: Japan should accept unskilled foreign
workers freely, not to mention those in
professional and technical fields.

Neaative: Japvan should not accepnt anu unskilled
workers, though it's OK to accept those
in professional and technical fields.

Material

In recent years, Japan's society and economy has become
more international, and there has been an increase in the
number of foreign workers in Japan. In 1998, the total number
of legal and illegal foreign workers was about 670,000, which is
more than 1% of all the employed workers in Japan. Under
these circumstances, the following measure has been taken
since 1989. The basic policy of the Japanese Government is to
accept foreign workers in professional and technical fields as
much as possible, but to becareful about accepting unskilled
workers, because such acceptance may have a serious influence
on our country's economic and social conditions. They only
accept foreigners of Japanese descent or those who are married
to Japanese citizens.

— Reports from the Ministry of Labor and Welfare
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Japanese warming to foreign residents with conditions
TAKUSHI OHNO

Asahi Shimbun recently conducted a survey on how Japanese feel about
accepting foreign workers into their society, and found the younger
generation to be largely in favor.

More than 15 years have passed since foreign workers from elsewhere in
Asia and the world began to enter Japan in large numbers. Today, they
make up 1 percent of the nation's working population.

Currently, about 126,000 foreigners hold work permits in Japan, and about
60 percent of them are from Asia. These people are working in places
in which thay require special skills or knowledge. Foreigners without such
skills are not given work permits in Japan.

*work permit 5t 57 7 Al E =5t 77 &

Of those surveyed, 64 percent agree that unskilled laborers should be
accepted under certain conditions. More than 70 percent of respondents in
their 20s to their 40s agree to it, but the percent falls to 50 among those
over 60.
*Of those surveyed [FRHAIZE 272 N & O H T |
under certain conditions % % & ¢ & T

But 26 percent of those surveyed nationwide are opposed to letting in any
non-Japanese manual laborers. Opposition surpasses 30 percent in the
agricultural sector.

Whether respondents agree that manual laborers should be granted entry
depends fundamentally on how they perceive the impact of such workers
on society here.

*whether...entry [[AIZF NSRRI EE 2 T ANLDRXENICEET 20 LRV nIE)

Many of those who favor accepting manual laborers feel that unskilled labor, especially
from other Asian nations, offsets a shortfall of such workers within Japan and enhances



Japan's society and culture.

Those who would lower the boom on the influx fear that allowing foreign workers in will
lead to a deterioration in Japanese working conditions and stir up trouble within the
community at large.

Asked what the government should do about illegal workers, 46 percent of respondents say it
should crack down on them, up significantly from the 34 percent who expressed a similar
sentiment in the last survey to pose such questions, back in 1989.

Substantial support (39 percent) emerges for the proposition that illegal workers should be
allowed to stay on and work legally, although such a view was even more popular (45percent)
at the time of the previous survey.

More than 250,000 foreigners whose visas have expired are said to be residing in Japan
illegally. That level is slightly below the 1993 peak of roughly 300,000, but it remains

fairly high, nevertheless. Included in the definition of illegal workers are foreigners who
work while illegally resident in this country.

Foreign workers are no doubt also members of the community here, which means they have a
call upon various multilingual services, including education, Japanese language lessons, and
medical attention. Many local governments have been scrambling to provide such services.

Asked whether local and central governments should provide comprehensive services for
unskilled laborers, 64 percent say yes, 24 percent no.

Again, the younger generation accounts for the bulk of those sympathetic to the proposition:
More than 70 percent of respondents in their 20s, 30s or 40s support it.

Men (70 percent) are more open to the idea than women (58 percent).

By profession, about 70 percent of those in administrative and technical positions, as well
as in the manufacturing and service sectors, favor the provision of community services to

foreign workers and their families.

Measured by respondents' residence in a city or the countryside, the figure islower yet
remarkably constant, hovering around 60 percent. The response is - drastically different
when people are polled on whether they would still support making such services available if
doing so would increase the burden on taxpayers.

That would be problematic, according to 63 percent of respondents, including 81 percent of



women in their 60s. Just 30 percent of all those surveyed say that making such services
available in such circumstances is acceptable.

Seventy percent of all women who took part in the survey would be against providing
services in this context, including 73 percent of homemakers whose sensitivity to paying
out more is probably sharpened by - their control of the domestic purse strings.

In the manufacturing and service sectors, 68 percent of respondents would withdraw services
if their provision meant higher taxes.

The proportion of those willing to shoulder the taxpayer burden is, variously: 40 percent of
all men surveyed; 47 percent of men in their 50s; more than 40 percent of Tokyo residents;
and 39 percent of workers in the manufacturing and service sectors.

Among those who oppose accepting any manual workers from overseas,78 percent come out
against increasing the taxpayer burden; 36 percent in the pro-laborer ranks would tolerate

an increase.

Japan has no immigration quota for foreigners in quest of permanent residency. With the
declining-population scenario expected to become reality within the next few years, some

industries are calling on the central government to begin accepting immigrants.

The Asahi Shimbun survey posed three questions on the issue of immigration. The overall
results show that the pro- and anti-immigration camps pull slightly less than 20 percent
support each.

S0, no clear-cut immigration policy appears to be around the corner. On the other hand,
more than half (57 percent) of all respondents say immigration should be put on the agenda
of issues up for future consideration. That means about 75 percent of all those surveyed
including those who would - support an immediate start to immigration can be presumed to
harbor no - hostility to the future advent of a Japanese immigration policy.

The older generation is more cautious both about accepting immigrants and about
considering immigration as an item on Japan's future political agenda. By contrast, more than

60 percent of those aged 20 to 59 would be happy to envision such a development.

Even 60 percent of those who say giving foreigners permanent residency would pose trouble
for the community concede that immigration should be a policy issue for the future.

Similarly, many of those who are against enfranchising foreigners feel immigration should



be on the nation's future agenda.

The most prominent finding about the state of opinion on allowing long-time foreign-born
residents the right to vote in local elections is that more than 60 percent of all those
surveyed favor the idea.

On the question of extending their political rights, 41 percent feel that long-time foreign
residents should be allowed only to vote in local elections, while another 23 percent
making 64 percent overall think they should also - - be allowed to run as candidates.

When it comes to granting both rights, 27 percent of male respondents approve, compared with
19 percent of their female counterparts. Slightly more women than men (43 percent, against
39 percent) would restrict the foreigners' franchise to casting ballots.

More than one-quarter of the survey group (28 percent) is against granting foreigners any
electoral rights. About 28 percent of all respondents were against granting them any.

Supporters of both the Liberal Democratic Party (36 percent) and Social Democratic Party (29
percent) are more averse than affiliated party supporters in general to the notion of

giving foreign-born residents even such a partial involvement in Japan's political process.
Such resistance stands in stark contrast to the 23 percent of Minshuto (Democratic Party of
Japan) supporters, 20 percent of Japanese Communist Party supporters and 19 percent of

New Komeito supporters who would deny the foreigners such a participatory role.

Annual Reports 2001 : Archive
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- BARIZB T 24 EANF#E  foreign workers in Japan
- RESVE N # illegal foreign workers
cTu—h— (HEAFEBEOH-TALETSHAN) a broker
- BAir@atEE  unskilled workers
- HP T EEEE  professional workers
- H#h7e ¥ a valid visa, abolishing a three-year statute of limitations and
- H%~7 7 Y/ AN Brazilians of Japanese descent
cWWbwsb 3 KDitE#E  the so-called 3-K jobs
- HARGEZGE S 7204 E AN non-Japanese speaking foreigners.
- {13 EToFikwork-related accidents
- ANMERBE  human rights problems
- AAEANIC XL o T &L 5L FEcrimes committed by foreigners
- HRDOEMAETIE under Japanese law
cHELLIEWEIFEDLRWEREEL T LIl EDND
are hired to do the jobs no one else wants to do,
CREWEOHE S FFICEDH are at the mercy of employers
- WEEICEE 5 face difficulties.
- ERlE b are discriminated against
< (RS Bk A 22 lack social contacts
cER ORI D fEmIENH D are at risk of becoming victims to exploitation.
- BAMEEM L0 L OIZ S hvbare excluded in Japanese society
RIS K o TR S L7V are not protected by law
- S S 23y Working conditions are bad.
- ETERM & & #ET D improve living conditions
- EWEA TREDN D are hired for low wates
- Bt YT AET S enter Japan on tourist visas
s HARNE OEEREEZ L TAET S
enter Japan through a sham marriage with a Japanese
< S ICHAE% 5 EMEIET S ban them from returning to Japan for five years.
(L% K-> T) HALRE ) EAfind their positions at risk.
- ANEEHEEZ D DD D relax the immigration laws
- [E W 5718 715355 £ 5 domestic labour force shrinks
b o K SADHENTGBEZAEIED
allow more foreign workers into the country
cREEIEEAET 27200 o EAEANTEBEEZ T AND



accept more foreign workers to revitalise the economy.

CRERNENDIEAS I,
Unemployment rate will rise.

- ANEEBEIEDBELL W,
Immigration laws are tough.

- HAEHAILS 5 OETHEANEZ T AL TN D,
Currently, Japan accepts foreign workers in only 55 business areas.

c BARDORERITISHERbEHS R o7,
Japan's unemployment rate hit its highest level this year.

S ODRELEFBEILRAT AN T A FL2E LTV,
Many female illegal workers are hostesses or waitresses.

-1 9954121F288,000 ADAEAREYREINTHHARIZE EE T,
288,000 foreigners did not leave Japan even though their visas expired in
1995.

FE A EDOREF A E N T E I TERFEN LT EICERE L TV D,
Most male illegal foreign workers are in construction or factory jobs.

C RETBEEZRERDTIZIEIR o TWIT vttt b H 5,
There are many companies which cannot do without illegal workers.

CBEOERITIE, (ARTZTANRDZENTE D) AEATBEILS Y —F U XA,
FR. NAT 7 e EOR KRS TH < NZIR-> TS,
Present rules limit foreign workers to those who work in specified fields such
as journalism, academia and some high-tech fields.

CAARANDBRDHEFICEDL2THTBHE T OIFTERGE->TVLIOT, gy oian
ANx G T, SMEANTEHENRZ S o TS,
Rising demand for workers in jobs which Japanese prefer to avoid has led
to an increase in the number of foreigners here, including many without

proper visas.

CBIEAARICIZENLS DVOSENFEBER D D02
How many foreign workers are there in Japan at the present time?

chorHEICLDE, 198 9FDOKDYITILL,510,000ADIHEANABARTEESN
TV, 206K 27T HTANDODANLABBRIFTEFRLUICARTHEL TSI HDEEIHND,
A report says that 1.51 million foreign nationals were registered in Japan at
the end of 1998. Among them about 270,000 more are believed to be here
without proper visas.

s mEiE b L HAEROETICEY, ARG ANETETERT T2 TFHISRD,

Ageing and falling birth rate mean the labour force is expected to start



shrinking more in the future.

BB ICED L. b L (AREZR 7)) KEAEANLEMBELABARANTHDHEANE
BRVWT, K96 70 NDSEANITHEE D HARIZWD,

According to the Ministry of Labor, there are about 670,000 foreign workers
except permanent residents and the spouses of Japanese nationals.

- BARBHNEANFBEZZTANRTI oA ETWO2dH 5, TO—20F, H@if
GMRELT D2 2 L, TORIFARLHSRERENBEAZ ORI L,

There are many reasons why Japan has not accepted unskilled foreign
workers. Among them are fears that the labor market will be confused. In
addition there is a fear that crime and social friction is likely to increase.

cHRTRUNITERBAGS LG THE W E RS THOAFEEZHF TSN, £ ORES,
BT TA-T AHHRPABETCHOHARIZE EE o TRIETBHTHHEANTED E72L
WA TWD, fEICLD L, TOX I RTBHEIT2 5 TN ET, SAEATBHED 4 0%
<2 ED 5,

People without Japanese decent who work at construction sites or in
factories are not allowed to enter Japan. As a result, there is no end to the
flow of foreigners who arrive here on tourist visas, overstay, and work illegally.
According to estimates, there are more than 250,000 such workers today, which

amounts to nearly 40 percent of the total number of foreign workers.

cREFIZE ST, REFHELZENCANDG A v NIEEZZ<MA o, WOTH
BIZT&E5LE0nWH 2 EThS,

The merit for employers in hiring illegal workers is that their wages can be
cheap, and are easy to fire.
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Should Japan incorporate a listening comprehension test into the “Center
Test”?

It is often said that Japanese students can read and write English, but they

can't speak and listen. Furthermore, Japanese people's inability to communicate
in English puts them at a disadvantage in business negotiations and political
talks. As it is now, Japanese TOEFL scores are among the worst in the world,
and nearly the last in all of Asia.

What is responsible for this serious situation? There are many different
theories. Some say that the way English is taught at school is not
communication-oriented and thus produces students who can't even speak easy
English. Others say that the shyness of the typical Japanese person causes

them to be unable to express themselves and communicate in words. Some
experts believe it is natural that Japanese people be poor at English, since

the Japanese language is completely different from English, in its grammatical
construction, pronunciation, and vocabulary.

Taking this situation very seriously, the Ministry of Education and Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology released drastic plans titled "The Strategy to
bring up Japanese who can use English.” In this strategy the Ministry declares
its goals to enable all high school graduates to communicate in English and all
university graduates to use English in business. Some of the proposed policies
are included in this strategy: teaching English at the elementary school level,
improving English teachers' communicative skills, sending as many as 1000 high
school students to English-speaking countries and the SELHi Research Program
like the one at Maibara Senior High School

A hotly debated issue along this national strategy is whether to incorporate
listening tests into the National Center Test for University Entrance Examination.
The report from University Education Committee, who are currently discussing
this issue at the request of the Ministry, says that listening comprehension tests
should be incorporated into the Center Test to measure the examinees'
communicative abilities and help promote communication-oriented ways of
English teaching at the high school level.

In fact, the Center Test of English has been changing its style to measure

the students’ communicative skills. Look at the questions of the actual tests.

If you compare these two, you will find some improvement in 14 years. Here
we can see the test-makers efforts to create questions which are based on

real communication and their attempts to assess the test-takers' communicative
skills.



This reform is welcomed by many English teachers. Supporters say that this

is a great step for moving English teaching in Japan toward a more
communication-geared style. Just as junior high school English teachers have
come to include more communication activeities in class since listening
comprehension questions were incorporated into high school entrance
examinations, they hope that a listening comprehension test in the Center Test
will change how English is taught at the high school level. In South Korea,
whose average TOEFL scores are much higher than ours, one-third of the
standardized test is spared for listening comprehension questions. This proposal
will be put into effect in 2006. The full marks for the listening section are 50
(for the written test, 200), and all the examinees who take the English test are
required to take this listening test, too. The Ministry is planning to give each
examinee their own audio player to improve fairness of the exams.

This proposal to provide audio players with the examinees was in response to
the problem of varying sound quality in the fascilities used by universities
around the country. It is being considered as one of two possible solutions.
The other solution is to move the exams to high schools, which generally have
smaller and better equipped classrooms. But universities have objections to
both proposals and they want to continue carrying out the testing in their own
fascilities. They say it would be impractical to collect the disposable players
after the test, thus creating huge waste, They also findit difficult to deal with
individual technical problems or claims of falty equipment. They claim it
would also increase the financial burden on examinees - the 2000 yen cost of
the disposable players would be covered by an increase in the test fees from the
current 16000 yen. It is expected that they will have more to do to prepare for
the English test.

There are many technological and physical problems to overcome, but the
largest issue of debate is whether or not this kind of listening comprehension
test can really measure the examinees communicative ability. And will it be
possible to improve high school students’ comminicative skills by preparing

for this test? Will it change the way English is taught in high school?
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What would you decide?

Cases:

Takeshi is 20 years old and lives with his mother and younger sister.
When Takeshi was 15 years old his father died. Several years later Takeshi’ s
mother married another man and that man came to live with the family. Soon
after, the step-father began to come home drunk. Sometimes when Takeshi’ s
step-father was drunk he would yell and hit Takeshi’ s mother. One day
Takeshi’ s step-father hit his mother so hard that she almost died and had to go
to the hospital. Takeshi was very worried, he talked to people about the problem
but he could not find an answer. He asked his mother to divorce his step-father

but she said no. Takeshi did not know what to do.

One day Takeshi was coming home from his part-time job, when he entered
the house he heard yelling and crying coming from the kitchen. He was scared
And he ran into the kitchen and saw his step-father hitting his mother. She was
on the floor and there was a lot of blood. Takeshi panicked; he thought his
mother was going to die. So, he picked up a knife from the sink. He ran to his
step-father and stabbed him three times with the knife. Takeshi’ s step-father
died.

Later in court, Takeshi was found guilty of killing his step-father. His

punishment was 8 years in prison.

Activity:
Please imagine you were a member of the jury. Your job is to listen to the

facts and decide. Debate whether Takeshi is guilty or not guilty? Why?
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1. What rule didn't you like when you were in junior high
school?

2. Are these school rules necessary?

1. Bringing cell phones to school is prohibited.
2. Students have to wear school uniforms even when they go out on Sundays.

Chewing gum or eating snacks is strictly forbidden at school.

Students are supposed to come to school by 8.30.

Students are not allowed to wear skirts above the knee.

Students' hair must not be longer than the neck.

Uniforms must be worn tidily: shirts must be tucked in, no printed shirts
are allowed and socks must be pulled up..

8. No student is allowed to ride motorcycles to school.

9. Students are required to stay in the school building during school hours.
10. Students must not keep their textbooks, notebooks and dictionaries at school.
11. Students are required to pass all the tests with 60 percent or hight in order
to advance to the next grade.

12. No student is allowed to attend after-school cram school(juku).

No o ko

3. What rules do you think reasonable?
What should penalty  be for breaking the rules?

« )
« )
« )
C )



