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LESSON 3　　We All Love Rice part 1,2
Listening Sheet

  Have you ever thought, "There are no other people who love rice as much as the Japanese"?  Yet people in Southeast Asia also often say they can't live without rice.  People in Vietnam, Myanmar, and Indonesia eat more than twice as much rice as people in Japan.  In Korea, and Taiwan, too, rice is an important staple.  Just as in Japan, they cook plain rice and eat it with all kinds of dishes.

Not only in India, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia but also in the Latin American countries of Brazil and Colombia rice is the staple food.  In fact, four out of ten people in the world eat rice as their staple food.

In Europe people do not appear to eat a lot of rice.  This may be because they think of rice not as a staple food but as a vegetable.  Yet one of Spain's representative rice dishes is paella.  In Valencia, the birthplace of paella, there are so many rice fields that you might ask, "Is this really Europe?"

When Japanese people travel overseas, many say, "When I go abroad I'll miss rice so much."  But in many places in the world people eat rice every day.
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