The Debate over the Kyoto Protocol

1 Japan

  Under the circumstances that global warming is advancing, Japan strongly insists that the Kyoto Protocol is necessary. 

Let us remind you of what is happening in the world. Earth’s temperature will rise as global warming advances.  It is estimated that the average temperature of the earth will rise 3.0 to 4.2 degrees℃ in the next 100 years.  Global warming has many effects all over the world.  The greatest cause of global warming is the increasing amount of exhaust from greenhouse gases emitted by developed countries, particularly by the U.S. Therefore, the Kyoto Protocol prescribes goals for the reduction of greenhouse gases ,especially by advanced countries in effort to curb global warming. 

  Japan acted as chairman in the international conference in which the Kyoto Protocol was introduced.  Japan will continue to lead the world and advance measures against global warming from now on.  Also, Japan will continue to talk with countries which have not yet signed the Kyoto Protocol.  Japan will ask for their cooperation to stop global warming.  It is necessary for us to reduce 14.3% of greenhouse gases to achieve Japan’s numeral target that was agreed upon at the conclusion of the Kyoto Protocol.  In order to reach this target, we, the Japanese government, encourage our citizens to accept our measures for stopping global warming.  

Global warming is one of the greatest problems that we have to deal with today. We Japanese people are now taking responsibility to ensure our lives that are not threatened by the destruction of the earth’s environment . We believe that the Kyoto Protocol is the most effective measure for stopping global warming.  We ask all of the nations to adopt this measure.

(280 words)
2 The U.S.A.

  The U.S. government believes that the Kyoto Protocol is not an effective measure to stop global warming. Therefore we will not sign it because of three reasons. 

  The first reason that the Kyoto Protocol is imperfect is because the developing countries which have signed it aren’t strictly enforcing its rules. For instance, in the near future, China will become the highest CO2-emitting country in the world. If the Kyoto Protocol is to be effective, developing countries will have to  shoulder a heavier burden by reducing their amount of CO2 emissions. 

  The second reason is that the Kyoto Protocol can deteriorate the domestic economy in the U.S. If we sign the Kyoto Protocol, we must reduce 30% of CO2 emissions in the next ten years. 

If we achieve that goal, electricity will be more expensive, a number of workers will be fired, and we will have to impose higher taxes. These problems will likely lead to the worsening of the American economy and then of the world economy as well.

  The third reason is that oil consumption will start to decline around 2030, and the emission of CO2 will eventually decrease. Therefore, we don’t have to worry about global warming. 

  We are not saying that we are not interested in environmental problems. We have decided to reduce the amount of CO2 emissions by 8% until the year 2012. We are also researching alternatives for reducing the amount of greenhouse gases. 

  For these reasons, we will not sign the Kyoto Protocol. (249 words)

3 The EU

  On behalf of the EU, we insist that the Kyoto Protocol is necessary to stop global warming.

  The U.S. government said that we will run short of oil and the amount of oil which is used will decrease, so eventually we don’t have to worry about the emission of CO2. We strongly oppose this idea because global warming will get worse as we use up the remaining oil supplies on earth.

 The U.S. government also said that the Kyoto protocol will likely harm their economic growth. As abnormal weather, such as the huge hurricanes that hit the U.S., shows, global warming is already threatening American lives.  Which is more important, the economic growth or human lives?

  The EU is the most advanced in its measures to counteract global warming.  We are developing alternative energy resources which do not release CO2, such as hydroelectronic generation and geothermal power generation. We are also taking measures to reduce the amount of CO2. We encourage people to use bicycles or walk instead of driving the cars. We also introduced the carbon tax and the changing climate tax in the 1990s to make people more conscious of using fossil fuels. 

   We believe that other countries around the world should follow our lead in reducing global warming. Let’s make the earth more environmentally friendly than it is now. 

 (221 words)

4 Australia

  We Australians support the ideas of the U.S. for  three main reasons. 

  The first reason is that signing the Kyoto Protocol would cost Australian jobs and damage our industry.   

  The second reason is that we are currently developing another measure of coping with environmental problems to make fossil fuels cleaner. 

  The third reason is that, as the U.S. mentioned before, the Kyoto Protocol is not a good remedy for solving environmental problems. The participation of developing countries such as China, which emits great amount of CO2, is necessary. 

  We insist that the Kyoto Protocol is not effective; thus, we will not sign it. 

(103 words)

5 Bangladesh

  On behalf of the people of Bangladesh, I would like to describe to all of you what is happening to my country. Huge cyclones hit Bangladesh every year and do great damage to our land and people.  As Mr. Nakashima mentioned in his speech, the huge hurricanes hit the U.S. are evidence that global warming is happening. So are the cyclones in our country.  If global warming continues, as much as a third of our land will sink in the sea. 

  Ladies and gentlemen, please sign the Kyoto Protocol to save our land. (94 words)

6 China

  On behalf of the people of China, I would like to point out one important thing. Each of us understands that global warming is happening on earth. Which countries are mainly responsible for this environmental crisis?

  People in advanced nations are most responsible. Only 20% of the world’s people live in advanced nations. They use 70% of the world’s energy resources and release CO2 which accounts for 60% of entire world’s emissions. 

  Developing countries need to use resources to survive, too. Developed countries do their parts to solve global warming before asking China to reduce our emissions of greenhouse gases. (100 words)

７Canada

  In Canada, we have reduced the amount of greenhouse gases by 6% from 1990 emissions. We have reduced the demand for heating. We have changed the energy resources from those which release CO2. We are also promoting driving environmentally- friendly cars. In order to prevent the further damage toward the environment, we believe that we must raise awareness about global warming. 

(61 words)

8Russia

  We rank the third in the amount of greenhouse gases we emit. We have been taking some measures to save our energy resources. We finally signed the Kyoto Protocol in 2004. The protocol went into effect in Febuary, 2005 thanks to Russian signature.  We believe that Russian signature will help the entire world in its effort to stop global warming. 

  The problem is that our citizens are not so interested in the Kyoto Protocol. They think that global warming can be economically advantageous. If global warming continues, then ice in the Polar Regions will melt and they will be able to use more land. 

  We, the Russian government, strongly believe that solving our environmental problems would eventually be more advantageous than being indifferent to global warming. Therefore we are trying to persuade our citizens to regard global warming as threat to our land and not as an advantage. (147 words)

 9Tuvalu

  Let us explain what is happening to our land. Because of global warming, sea levels will rise and our country, which is already sinking, will be fully submerged in the sea in the next 100 years. We have proposed mass immigration, but this idea was rejected by New Zealand and Australia. 

  Unless advanced countries take serious measures to stop global warming, we will lose our homes. We urge all of the advanced nations to sign the Kyoto Protocol and save our small country. (82 words)

10Maldives 

  Ladies and gentlemen, we are facing the most serious problems: Our island will disappear into the ocean if we cannot stop global warming and the ice in the North and South Poles continues to melt. 

  Therefore, we ask not only advanced countries that haven’t signed the Kyoto Protocol yet like America, but also developing countries like China which emit a great amount of greenhouse gases, to sign the Kyoto Protocol and create some global rules to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases. 

  Environmentally, we are in danger. Please help us. People of the earth, please overcome the differences of your ideas and cooperate with each other to save our planet ! (111 words)
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