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Please enjoy Jeff's message,

Well, | made it to Japan, and it's still hard to imagine a world map with the
"You are here" arrow pointing at those islands, so far from everything that's
familiar to me, to imagine that | live there now, after having grown up
thinking it a fact of reality that Southern California is where | lived, live, and

* always will live, to imagine that I'm going to be here for a year, maybe even
longer. i cannot guess what such a tremendous change will mean for me as a
person, but | am excited to find out.

Before | came to Japan, my aunt asked me, “Why do you want to leave all
your family behind to live in japan for a year? Why don’t'you just visit Japan
for a summer?” She couldn’t understand why | would want live here for so
long. “Of course, | will miss my family and friends,” | told her, “but | know
that | have been given a great opportunity to experience life in another
country. | consider myself lucky, because so few pedple have this chance, to
live, work, teach', and make friends with those in a country so different from
their own. | could not have this experience if | just came for a summer, fo eat
sushi and go sightseeing all the time.” '

-In a way, | have been offered a free education. This is the best kind of
education, in my opinion, because it is gained through experience. Living
here, | can learn firsthand about a ciilture, customs, and language different
from 'my own. | hope that | will also learn to be a good teacher and a better,
stronger person. ' '

The world may seem like a big place, with people from so mahy different
cultures living and interacting differently, but | think we all have similar hopes,

loves, and fears. | hope | can gain an understanding ofJapén and its people,

and that, in turn, | can offer an understanding of America and its people. |
believe that the key to this understanding is language. | know that | will
probably make a lot of mistakes, but that's okay. Making mistakes is how we

learn. So please, don't be afraid to make mistakes. Finally, know that while | ,
amteaching, | am also learning from you. So please be patient with me, and | ,
will try to do my part to make this a great experience for everyone!

BREESHE MRA7+—70 ICEMLSFLE,

2EHBOESAR, A8 RIKBETHRESN-BEXZESBRENMLE LE,
F—<iX [KFEEILHF~ ~EHE~DEREALLOHRE~], EBEEBEXRED
s e AR L SADERRHEWER T, PRRAESEEME LATEEL
LOEFHSBHYVELR, £ TSAOBREEBALET, .
kR E 3k

PERLTOZRESIEALBZELLENERLTEE L, T, BEbLEASAXE
ABEVWDIT AV ADFEEE LELE, HERLTHORENT, BEOKELFEL
TWHREUALTRVERATLE, B, BEAXHEWIDRIOL R EEE
BOS TRl &0 LRAEPETHELLELL, BOEBERERT AT
BROBVWENS A4 A—UREITET R, & PEEVRELRAET T, AREBLAE
communicate T B LWVS AT, KELLEZELDOLEDLERVWERNET, #
o, BLLEBAT, LUVBATREVERAZ LWIBRT—HFERAHTL whz
LA, ZTHRBREICAATELVLOTTS, ETHRPELBRREVELE,



